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Week 11:  Reading, Phonics, and Literature 

 
Literacy is highly valued in our culture.  But READING is not a natural ability.  
Neurologically, we are equipped with a Language Acquisition Device (ability 
to learn language with little effort, depending on which language we hear).   
 
 
 
 
 
READING involves a written code that represents words.   
 This differs by language — pictorial vs. phonetic.   
 
“Science of Reading” and phonemic/phonological awareness.   
Scarborough’s Rope (attached) 
Reading Resources/Curriculum Guides (attached) 
 
Prepare to learn to read throughout preschool years. 

Rhyming, picture books, alphabet song/activities, drawing 
wide exposure to the world (experience base increases comprehension) 

Goals in the early elementary years: 
PHONICS — explicitly teaching the sound(s) for each letter 
Sight Words — words that don’t follow phonics rules (Dolch lists are helpful) 
Comprehension — do they understand what they hear/read? 
Wide exposure to different genres of literature 

Later elementary/middle school years 
 Focus shifts to using reading for information in content areas too 
 Keep improving FLUENCY and VOCABULARY 
 Start conversations about Literary Analysis (plot, settings, characters, etc) 
High School/College years 
 In depth “Literary Analysis” and knowledge of literary terms 
 Moving into “Literary Critique” — giving informed judgments, comparing and   

contrasting two or more literary works, authors, styles, genres, etc. 
 Wide exposure to literature FROM and ABOUT all time periods and cultures  
 Author Studies, especially Shakespeare 
 
For Week 14, we will be discussing Wisdom’s Way of Learning by Marilyn Howshall.  This is a set 
of four e-books that you can order and download immediately.  Use this link: 
https://lifestyleoflearning.org/wisdoms-way-of-learning/ 

Language Receptive Expressive 

Oral/Aural Listening Speaking 

Written Code Reading Writing 



 Resources: 
 
Barton Reading            
A set of 10 manuals developed by Susan Barton (based on Orton-Gillingham)
with letter tiles that a parent (with training) can use to teach children to read.  
Very intense, expensive, but SUCCESSFUL.  This is what to go to if nothing 
else is working in teaching phonics and word-attack skills. 
https://bartonreading.com/ 
 
Teach Your Child to Read in 100 Easy Lessons by Siefried Engelmann 
One book wonder…. This is what we used with all our kids.  Add in handwrit-
ing paper, a “Hundreds Chart” record sheet (attached) and stickers to put on 
the Hundreds Chart as they progress through the book, and you are set to go.  
The reading skills don’t transfer well to other kids’ easy-readers books until 
about lesson 75.  Don’t freak out. 
Ordering through the following links will benefit me as an Amazon Associate.  

Book:    https://amzn.to/3FjunvY 
Handwriting Paper: https://amzn.to/3mFrizH 
Small Stickers:  https://amzn.to/3ZX7XZa 

 
Equipped for Reading Success by David A. Kilpatrick 
I read this as a professional development project.  He promotes the use of 
“phonological awareness” activities to improve reading skills at the phonics 
levels.  Part textbook, part lists of word games, and an assessment device to 
determine which skill(s) could use improvement with struggling readers. 
https://www.equippedforreadingsuccess.com/ 
 
Pathway Readers 
This set of leveled readers is produced for the Amish, and has simple illustra-
tions and moral stories, set in rural backgrounds.  Buy the accompanying 
workbooks which emphasize vocabulary and comprehension, (and phonics in 
the early grades), and you are set for Grades 1-8. 
https://pathway-publishers.com/pathway-readers-2/ 
 
Christian Liberty Nature Readers 
This set of leveled readers (intended to be used once children have mastered 
phonics) covers the realm of nature, including insects, owls, turtles, snakes, 
marine ecosystems and life, and more.  Use as a main reader, or to supple-
ment life science lessons at the elementary level. 
https://www.shopchristianliberty.com/christian-liberty-nature-reader-complete-set/ 



McGuffey Readers 
YES! You can still order a re-printed version of the original 1830’s McGuffey Readers that 
were in the one-room schoolhouses of yesteryear.  These are fun to pull out during a pio-
neer history unit, OR you can opt to use them as your main reading textbooks!  
Ordering through the following link will benefit me as an Amazon Associate.  
 https://amzn.to/3Tb3BLP 
 
Learning Language Arts Through Literature 
This is a curriculum set (Grades 1-12) in which each volume (for Grades 3 and up) offers 
weekly lessons based on a passage of age-appropriate literature.  They are Language Arts 
lessons (which we will cover later) but integrated with great classics for children.   
https://www.commonsensepress.com/store/c2/Learning_Language_Arts_Through_Literature.html 
 

Veritas Press 
This company has grade-level packages for the study of literature.  They offer “You-Teach” 
curriculum kits as well as “Self-Paced” and “Live Online” versions of the upper grades.  

https://veritaspress.com/store/all-products.html?cat=586%2C428 
 

Drawn into the Heart of Reading by Carrie Austin 
These books are actually collections of worksheets divided up by genre that can be applied 
to ANY literature your child is currently reading.  It teaches basic literary analysis, and en-
sures that you cover a wide range of literature as you work through the suggested activities. 
https://heartofdakota.com/drawn-into-the-heart-of-reading-2/ 
 

Honey for a Child’s Heart by Gladys Hunt 
This is a compendium of good children’s books if you are beginning a home library.  There 
is also a section on the benefits of reading to kids.  Any version of this book will be helpful. 
Ordering through the following link will benefit me as an Amazon Associate.  

https://amzn.to/3ZX45aD 
 
The Company of the Creative by David L. Larsen  
This book gives an overview of MANY works of advanced literature, organized by historical 
time period.  It would be helpful as a resource during the high school years. 
Ordering through the following link will benefit me as an Amazon Associate.  

https://amzn.to/3Ffu8C1 
 

Windows to the World:  An Introduction to Literary Analysis 
https://iew.com/shop/products/windows-world-introduction-literary-analysis-teacherstudent-combo 

Teaching the Classics 
https://iew.com/shop/products/teaching-classics-second-edition-dvd-seminar-workbook 

Both of these are put out by Institute for Excellence in Writing (IEW), aimed at teaching 
high school students the tools for Literary Analysis.  The first one is written directly for stu-
dents, and the second is meant to be a training course for parent/teachers.   
 



Other curriculum that incorporates LITERATURE into the overall 
plan: 

Sonlight.com 
https://www.sonlight.com/about/catalog 
 
Book Shark 
https://www.bookshark.com/catalog 
 
The Good and the Beautiful (TGTB) 
https://www.goodandbeautiful.com/ 
 
Five in a Row 
https://fiveinarow.com/ 
 
Beautiful Feet Books 
https://www.bfbooks.com/ 
 
My Father’s World (mfw) 
https://www.mfwbooks.com/catalog 

 
Better World Books 
This website is a great source for used books.  If you are building a home li-
brary, and don’t mind buying second-hand, you can save money with their 
sales, and free shipping offers.  Sign up to be notified of periodic discounts. 
And use this referral code to get us BOTH a coupon (click it… don’t type it!) 
 https://i.refs.cc/66NtLgm5?
smile_ref=eyJzbWlsZV9zb3VyY2UiOiJzbWlsZV91aSIsInNtaWxlX21lZGl1bSI6IiIsInNtaWxlX2NhbX
BhaWduIjoicmVmZXJyYWxfcHJvZ3JhbSIsInNtaWxlX2N1c3RvbWVyX2lkIjoxNDEzOTc2MDY3fQ
%3D%3D 





Equipped for Reading Success by David A. Kilpatrick 
https://www.equippedforreadingsuccess.com/ 
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